Letter 

The jUigkt to ' Speak 

“ I cannot be silent . . . 
jrhe war was unnecessarily 
Commenced by the President 
I . . As to the mode of termi- 
|iating the war and securing 
peace, the President is equally 
pandering and indefinite . . . 
All this shows that the Pres- 
ident is in no wise satisfied 
\jpith his own position . . . His 
mind, taxed beyond its power, 
funning hither and thither . . . 
finding no position on which 
it can settle down ...” 

These are Abraham Lin- 
coln’s words — denouncing.., the 
Mdxtean'-War. Many patriotic 
Americans regard them ap- 
plicable now to the Vietnam 
War. Equally apposite is 
Mark Twain’s observation at 
the time of The Spaniish-Amer- 
ican War: “Fair men will 
argue and reason against the 
war . . . others will outshout 
them.” 

It is a grave disservice to 
the cause of freedom to at- 
tempt to silence dissent from 
our present course in South- 
east Asia. And unworthy of 
those entrusted with the lives, 
i the treasure and the honor of 
1 our people. Freedom for 
| Asians cannot be achieved by 
I suppression of freedom for 
t Americans. Limiting the free 
interplay of thought can 
never be conducive to win- 
ning our goals whether abroad 
or at home. To be sure, there 


is what the President has 
called “the freedom to at- 
tempt to persuade”; but this 
must be balanced by the equal 
freedom to disagree — even 
fvith him. 

\ Only full public debate can 
help democracy work. The 


^ Hit: 

inevitable imponderable that 
ambiguities are inherent in 
all public action— and reac- 
tion. In any view, however, 
recent instances of “in- 
solence of office” at local and 
national levels are inadmissi- 
ble. 

| It was disgraceful for a po- 
lice officer to disturb a Town 
meeting of protest in 
|New York City; and yet more 
|®o for his confreres to sup- 
port his action. And on the 
national level, the course of 
the Director of the Selective 
Service System in encourag- 
ing local draft boards to re- 
classify as 1-A college stu- 
dents who participate in dem- 
onstrations against the war 
m Vietnam is equally so. 

( The First Amendment— 
ICardozo said — is “the matrix 
|of nearly every other form of 
ifreedom.” It nourishes the 
spurt of civility by conduct- 
ing into peaceful channels ■ 
men’s instinctual violence in » 
disagreement; and thus serves i 
as a safety valve in times of 1 
stress and strain. But a right 
which is effective only when 1 
not needed is scarcely a right c 
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